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Healthy Eating on the Isle of Barra

The Forum were approached by the Chair of Theo@erative Committee on the Isle

of Barra to ask if we would be able to help them assess the availability of healthy food .

options. The Forum agreed to run a campaign and consultation exercise by post, email Harris

and internet survey amongst the residents, this was to be followed up with a written | e wi s

report and media coverage. i

The survey was run over December and January with the report being compiled for the Uil st

main Forum meeting in. March. The _report was well receiveq getting excellent Regional and National Campaigns

coverage in the local media and a mention on the Scotsman website.
For more info go to www.wiftra.org
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for investment in housing at the Housing 'OW Up our Healthy Eating report in Barra.

Policy Advisory Group where Angela Quail Bayhead C.A.
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Our Tenant events>>>

In Lewis, In Harris and In
the Southern Isles.

Hall Isle of Harris, from

_ FES Presentations

from FES
attended all the tenant events
2011 and also gave
the
and

The first event of the ye

Representatives
was in Tarbert Communi

in Comhairle Presentations
The Comhairle gave some excellent

presentations on homelessness and anti

there to the Bridge Cent presentations on
maintenance contract
took part in the question and

answer session.

Stornoway in May unti
finally we arrived at theg
took part in some very lively question
and answer sessions. They also

HHP Presentations o7 _ _
. provided information and advice stalls
HHP gave presentations on the
at all the tenant events.

investment and development in the
various areas, including some

) v The Forum
previously unannounced developments. i

. The forum chaired all the tenant events

They also gave a commitment to

. . and members were on hand to answer
working with the Forum .

questions.

Balivanich Communit

Hall in Benbecula. The

attendees browsed a good selection of
advice stalls from various agencies.
Including Tighean Innse Gall, Hebrides
Alpha, the Police and Fire Service and

The Combhairle.

Engaging with tenants

= Alpha i
Tenants at the Bridge Centre Stornoway for

HHP / WI FTRAbds Lewis
On LeWIS It was a good experience to travel
_ _ _ to Uist for the first time, and
| was slightly disappointed that |yckily the ferry journey was
more people did not show up for smooth with not much »

the event. Making sure that the disturbance. It was very nice ta

range of information available to S&& how many people turned up to

tenants is as extensive as possiblethe event to speak up for theif -

. ., community and offer their views.
and giving us the chance to f_md The people themselves were ve
out what HHP intend to do with friendly, and although | amf
our homes, is a very important usually nervous at meeting newi
part of t he Afh® r peoes thew omadke me feel ver
Munro Maclean South Dell TRA. Welcome.Rachel Paterson North \

Lochs TRA
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Tenants visiting the stalls at Stornoway and
below the lively question and answer session \yjith The Child Poverty Action Group

in Balivanich.
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social behavior. Representatives also |

,‘ John Maciver
' the Regional Networks AGM in Glasgow

The Forum as a
Pressure Group

Mark Joseph (left) became
the Forumbés se
to the Regional Network as
he took over from Calum
Barney Mackay. Mark was
also a regional representative
at the National conference at
Atlantic Quay in August and
at the Scottish Housing
Regul at or 6s

event at the Thistle Hotel in

gave a presentation to Glasgow.

explaining that HHP has 2200 homes
spread over 150 miles throughout the
Western Isles. 60% are rural or very
rural with most located in small groups
of properties. He explained some of the
challenges and opportunities they faced
due to their location and the fragile
economy. He also explained the
difficulties involved in their engagement
with tenants and tenant groups and the
approaches being taken to overcome
these barriers.

The report into poverty in Scotland
released in 2011 was the culmination of
six months work by various organisations
in Scotland including the Western Isles
Forum.

After several meetings and reports we had
input to the report through our work with
the Regional Networks and our
membership of Positive Action In Housing,
| attended the demonstration against
poverty with all the party leaders. Kevin
Paterson North Lochs TRA.

Presentations were made to Kay Blair
the incoming Chair of the new Scottish
Housi
Management, and to the new Housing
and Transport Minister Keith Brown.
The presentations of Hebridean
products were to showcase the range
and quality of goods available in the
Western Isles.

n g Regul at o

The Art of
Consultation

There were a number of consultations

in 2011 the Western Isles Forum have

always been prepared to reply to any

housing related consultation from

AFirm Foundationso

Bill and Charter.

The Scottish Social
Housing Charter

The Western Isles Forum Submitted
their Charter response on the 1st
November 2011.

The response concentrated on the
number of outcomes and the ability to
report them in a useful, meaningful
and consistent way.

The response also highlighted the
need for a dedicated equalities
outcome.

The Scottish Housing
Regulator.

The Western Isles Forum agreed to submit

r

|

a reply to the Scottish Housing
Regul atordéds fAThe Futt
Scotl ando at their No

The reply will concentrate on the concerns
over selfassessment and the move over to
a more fihands off o

We will also be raising our concerns over
tenant input into the new regulation
regime and how this will be quantified

and attained.
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